California
0 Los Angeles
to the Bay Area

In June, 2009, Louise and | had the opportunity to enjoy a slice of
California. The first week we explored new territory, mostly up and
down Routes 1 and 101 near the coast. This afforded us vistas of
the incredible fruit, vegetable, and flower fields that literally blanket
much of that state. Of course, we also relished the seascapes,
wildlife, and plants. We were welcomed into the homes of friends
and relatives and enjoyed great food everywhere. The second week
was mainly family activities in the LA area.
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gives you a quick look at some of what we enjoyed.

- Art Fabian



Coastal Plants

Left: Lompoc is the
¢ flower seed capital of
& the world.

PO
Above: The San Luis Botanical Garden is
developing a great collection of native and
Mediterranean climate plants.

Right: Louise often wantec
photos of some of the
wildflowers such as these #%
huge coastal Bush Lupine.|
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invited us to have a closer look at celery harvesting. These fellows would
bend over, slice off a stalk, hack off the leaves and side stalks, inspect it, t
it on the moving platform behind them and go for another sabvery few
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We took this flower from a field in Lompoc . Yes, we
asked permission, because the guys were clearing rows
with a machete! We discovered that a lot of California
folks had never seen an artichoke blossom.




Coastal Wildlife

Western Gull

Elephant Seals, just north of San Simeon
These are suldult males laying around,

waiting for a beauty treatment (molting). tALl& FNB NBIf 08

. L everywhere along the coast and know
Right: Even the buzzards are fascinating just where tourists will be. This fellow
to watch as they pick over the carcass of a practically came in the car when |
young seal. They sort of try to cooperate, opened the door.

but never really do. (Reminds me of
Congress going for federal funds.)




