A Few Birds in Texas
By Art Fabian
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This Black-crowned Night Heron was the
first Texas bird | shot with this lens.

L-R: Great Egret, Snowy
Egret, Great Blue Heron

All photos Copyright, 2007, Art Fabian

In early 2007 | had the opportunity to go to Brownsville, Texas,
twice in less than 30 days. (This “opportunity” was really a
requirement of my job. We have a plant just across the border in
Matamoros, Tamaulipas, Mexico.)

During those trips, | managed to put together a total of about ten
hours of bird watching. A couple of times this required getting up
earlier than usual for a morning flight and visiting a bird sanctuary
near the airport.

Brownsuville is the premier birding location in North America
because of the overlap of the Central American birds that have a
natural range to just over the Rio Grande and the migratory birds
that fly south for the winter.

A fellow member of my photo club allowed me to test his 100-

400mm zoom lens on my camera. (Thanks, Tony.) These shots
are the result of bird watching with this lens. Some pictures are
quite small, but | wanted to prove that | actually saw those birds.
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Note his blowing feathers on a very od, indyda .



Above: Osprey with his still-
wiggling, evening meal.

Above: Tricolor Heron Left: Brown Pelican
Right: American Avocet Below: Snowy Egret

Below: Reddish Egret
(Note: Blue type
denotes a new addition
to my “life list” of bird
sightings during these
two visits.)




Left: White-
tailed Kite

You can drive on the sand right to the outlet of the Rio Grande.
The Atlantic Ocean is on the left and Mexico is less than 200 feet
across the river. I'm standing on the highest natural hill in the
entire county — a 15 foot sand dune. This is flat territory! You can
see why the border patrol needs to be
vigilant in this area of open borders.
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Above left: Sandwich Tern

Below: Crested Caracara (Yes, it's
hard to tell in this picture, but trust —
me, it's very easy to identify and | '*u.-—--ﬁ——-— —
saw it fairly close before I fiddled - #ﬂiﬁ‘

with my camera and it flew away.)
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Above: Laughing Gull

Above: Royal Tern and Ring-billed Gull

Right: Caspian Tem |
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Above L-R: Willet; Greater Yellowlegs; Ruddy Turnstone

Left: Fast, little shorebirds seem hard to
identify (especially in winter) — for me
anyway. | believe these are both
Sanderlings. See why they’re confusing!

L-R: Great-tailed Grackle (female); Black-necked Stilt; American Oystercatcher




Throughout the region are resacas, sections of the Rio Grande that got left behind when the
river meandered somewhere else in this flat country. The resaca in the Sabal Palms Audubon
Center on the edge of the city of Brownsville, is probably the best little birding site in North
America. The birds on this page and the next were

shot from a bird-blind over-hanging the water.

One of the most common
denizens of this resaca is
the Gadwall, seen here on a

log and in his common
feeding position...bottoms
up! Right: Splish, splash,
I’'m taking a bath — get that
camera outta my face.

Left: Common Moorhen

Right: Belted Kingfisher




The Least Grebe, below, is very small.
At first, | thought it was a hatchling of
some other waterfowl. However, when
| saw how it dove down to the bottom
for food and then literally ran across
the pond | realized it was simply a
size-challenged adult.

Above: Pied-billed Grebe
Right: American Coot

Below, L-R: Lesser Scaup; American
Widgeon; and Neotropic Cormorant




| was already
pushing my luck
at getting to the
airport when |
spotted this
Golden-fronted
Woodpecker. |
snapped two shots
and he was gone
...and so was I.

Above L-R: Red-winged Blackbirds;
Titmouse (Black-crested morph)

White-tipped Dove

A favorite to see in the trees
is the Great Kiskadee, above.

The Plain Chachalaca, right,
is a chicken-sized bird. Can
you image having a half-
dozen of these coming to
your bird-feeder?




Left: Turkey Vulture flying
away from my path.

Right: Long-billed Thrasher

Below: Yellow-rumped
Warbler

American
Kestrel

Above: Ruby-crowned Kinglet
(female)
Right: Green Jay

Above: Northern Mockingbird

Sighted on this trip, but not photographed: House
Wren; American White Pelican; Wilson’s Plover;
Eastern Phoebe; Ladder-backed Woodpecker;
Boat-tailed Grackle; Domestic Muscovy Duck;
and the usual Robins, Cardinals, Mourning Doves;
Rock Doves (Pigeon), and English Sparrows.

As you can tell, | really had fun trying out the
telephoto lens. In a stroke of fortune, | was able
to buy one at a good discount the day after my
last trip! Now, I'm ready to aim it at a whole new
set of subjects.

If you found any mistakes, especially with species
identification, please let me know.



